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Lady. — Good morning, Mr. F., 1 have called io have ii 
few moment^s conversation in regard to last evening^s lec- 
ture. There was one thing staled by yourself, last even- 
ing, that greatly startled me, and which is causing much 
excitennent among those of your auditors, represented by 
myself. Indeed, I think Abolitionists would gain much 
more to their cause,, were they more guarded in their 
statements. And, (excuse my plainness,) I think this^ 
would be true of yourself, Mr. F. To tell you the truth, 
my mind has been greatly disquieted since leaving the lec- 
ture-room last evening, nor am I alone in rny feelings oc* 
this subject. 

Leciurer.-^Y onv frankness i.« commendable, Mrs. A., 
and your cautions worthy of consideration. Abolitionists 
are but men, and therefore liable to err. I promise yoLW 
that this admomtion shall inspire me with renewed vjgt» 
iance. 

Lady. — I certainly hope sOa 

jLcc^e^rer.-r— Be pleased to inform tne, Mrs. A., what 
part of last evenings lecture you consider so exceptionable. 

Lady, — You must be aware, Mr. F., ihat the large 
number of ladies present last evening, attended your lec- 
ture by the special request of the few AboUtion ladies oi 
the village. To take that opportunity, therefore, to lec- 
ture us about owr connection With slavery, was quite out 
of place. 

Leci«rer.~-The zeal of your abolition neighbors is wor- 
thy of imitation. But why did tiiey desire your presences 
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at the lecture t Is it mi probable that the ladies of whom 
you speak, have made you interested in the subject of sla- 
ve rj, by the same process by which they have made 
themselves interested ? So I regard it. And you wiii un- 
doubiediy admit it to be more desirable to talk *o individu- 
al^ especially ladies, than to talk about them. 

Liithj. — ^Most certainly, but to attach to ub the amount 
of responsibility which you did, is unwarrantable, and 
can do the slave no good, 

Lectu7'e}\— But prsiYf Mrs. A. y to what particular part 
of the lecture do you refer, as being so objectionable ? 

Ladj/, — There were many things which have passed 
from my mind, which, at the time, I regarded as doubtful; 
but there was one statement which is constantly in my 
mind, and which I shall never forget. You said, and with 
an emphasis thU startled all around me, THE AMERI- 
CAN WOMEN ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EX- 
ISTENCE OP AMERICAN SLAVERY ! ; Now, sin 
you must know, this cannot be true. 

LecifMrer.— That statement was certainly made by me 
in the lecture. 

Lafi^y.— And, probably, without previous reflection as 
to its truthfulness. 

Lecturer, — By no means. It was only for want of time 
that I did PmOI carry the audience through the process of 
^o-easoning that has led me to the conclusion w^hich you 
consider so startling. Be so kind as to give me your rea- 
sons, Mrs. A., for regaiding the statement to which you 
refer, as being untrue. 

Ladi/. — 1 w^ilL In the first place I think " the Ameri- 
can women'' have nothing to do with "American Slavery." 
therefore they cannot be responsible for its existence, in 
the second place, if we had, its existence is beyond our 
control. Besides, such a charge imposes on the " Ameri- 
can women " a responsibihty which we do not like to as- 
sume. 

Lecturer, — These are, doubtless, your principal reasons; 
and you are, I suppose, willing to have them examined, 
i/ady.— I certainly am, nor can I conceal the hope, that 



you will be hiduced to retract so bold an assertion, as, by 
so doing, you will restore quietude to mmy that heard 
your last evenirig's lecture. 

Lecturer,'— should ever keep in rnind, Mrg, A., that 
peace resulting from false principles, can never be laptirig; 
the mistake will be discovered uUimatelyi and thea the 
coosequences must follow. But is it true, that the Ameri- 
can women have nothing to do with slavery 'i 

Lady,— I think it is ; we did not cause Its existence. 
Besides it is a southern institution, and subject to their 
law^s. This, you must admit, is enough to release north- 
ern women from all responsibility. 

Lecturer, — If I mistake not, yourself and daughter, were 
recently appointed a comnrilttee to solicit donations for 
foreign missions. I believe you were also chairman of a 
committee of the young ladies of your native town, for 
the relief of the suffering Greeks, during their struggle 
for freedom, 

Lady,—Yes. And I was greatly astonished at the apa? 
thy some our nei;g:hbors manifested towards that oppres^s-- 
ed nation. Bat I am more grieved that the |>copie are so 
slow to send the gospel to the idolatrous heathen. 

Lecturer,— t^ul pray, Mrs. A., is it any farlher to the 
Southern States, than to Greece 1 Is aot one hour q| 
American Slavery more terrible, than davs of Grecian 
suiiering 1 And is not the idolatry of h^-athen nations 
regulated by laws more venerable for age than any law 
of American Slavery 1 Have we not the testimony of 
the Synod <)f S» Carolina and Georgia, that * the slaves arc 
heathen, and insomercspects. ??ioredegrad«id than heathenr 
Does not Dr. Lafon, who has been an eye W'toess pf heath- 
enism in every form, declare slavery to be its worst forml 
Have we noi all one Father ; hath not one God created 
us 1 Why, then, do we deal treacherously. (Mah 2: 10.) 
Is it not treachery to our brother in chains, to shut up our 
sympathies against him, to care for thiKse in a milder conr 
ditipn, on the other side of the globe? Sajd Mr. Ran* 
dolph to a Missionary society of h's ighborhood; "Lar 
dies, the heathen are at our own doors. it is wisdom 
and benevolence to help those nearest home, Erst,, when 
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they need help most Is it true, Mrs. A,, that you have 
uoih'mg to do with American Slavery t 

ijody.—l confess, Mr. F. there is force in your s«gge»- 
tioris, and I am willing to- hear farther on this subject. 
But you would not have woman assume too much respon« 
sjibility. You would not have her step from her proper 
sphere of action*, I mean you would not have us attempt 
to change piublicsc?itiment on this questiom 

Lecturer, — It would be improper for any one to leave 
their appropriate sphere of action. But what is woman's 
proper sphere of action t Is it: not to mitigate all the suf- 
fering and secure all the good in her power. Were this 
position occupied by the American women, slavery would 
8oon expire. But teli'm^, Mrs. A., did you never suspect 
yourself of stepping out of woman's sphere, in going from 
house to houses d is tinbu ting tracts, and gathering dciiations 
for the heathen % 

Lady, — By no means. Should not our ignorantand de* 
gi aded sisters of the Oriental world be put in possession 
of the gospel 1 

Lec/wrer.— But suppose public sentiment were against 
their elevation and education? 

Lady. — Then I would call upon all to aid in revolutioni- 
zing a sentiment so corrupt. 

Lecturer, — And yet the public sentiment of this nation 
u opposed to giving the gospel to the three millions heath- 
en slave-men and women of the land. It is by the pub^ 
lie sentiment of the nation, these three millions of abused 
ones are kept in the darkest ignora»ice, and the deepest 
debasement. Who, more than woman, should grapple 
with a sentiment so obnoxious, when woman is its princi- 
pal victim. Every breeze ftQm^e South is burthened 
with the wail of woman's wrongs and woes. And shall 
woman be silent 1 No, abhored be the thought. God has 
given woman a heart to feel, a soul to sympatiiize, an eye 
to weep^ahand to labor, a tongue to speaL And shall 
her heart be chilled — her sympathies stayed — her tears 
forbidden to ^ow—fier hand unmoved— her tongue palsied, 
while her sister toils in chains d^y and night, unrequited--* 
her body the prey the spoiler--*her mind debased, and 
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hot soui forever rri«ed 1 Tho American women liothing 
to do with slavery I ! Are not women, srkve-hoiders, and 
apologists for slavery and slav^es 1 Are not two hundred 
innocent babes torn fronn their mothers' iVantic grasp every 
day, to be sold with cattle and swine t Are not scores of 
wives, every day parted from the hwsbandis of their choice 
--thus embittering every ftitwre moment of their lives ? 
How many daughters are daily exiled to returnless bond- 
age, in the dismal rice swamps or sultry plantations, 

" Where the slave-whip ceaseless 
Where the nousomo insect atingi. 
There no mother'^s eye can ftee thefln* 
There no brother's voi<5e ahatt greet tfeewi, 
There no fathes^s welcome meet them/' 

And these crimes and wrongs, sorrows and abuses, are 
perpetrated and saflfered— not in Chtna'--not isl India— nol 
m Turkey — not in Greece, but in the republican and 
christian government of the United States of America— 
in the land of churches, missionaries, and liberty I 

Ladi/, (weeping) — A fas, Mr. P,, I am astoflished at my 
ignorince ; why has not our tninister tnatructed os on this 
subject ? surely, he would, were his children ztti^g the 
victims of these wrongs, I am sure my heart would 
liave been enlisted, had my attention been directed to the 
<!o»dition of these su^nng ones* My conscience condemns 
fne, I am overwhelmed at my cruel oeglect and apathy. 
I now see that American women have jwire^ to do with 
Slavery. I wonder the language of Jbb, (29: 10,) has 
never occurred to me, where h^ says^ " The oa^sfe which 
I knew not, f searched out" I should Have studied into 
this subject myself, But yet I do not see how women aie 
responsible for the exittenee of ^very in this country. 

Lecturer.r-'Ymt mn6 know in a condition, I trtrst, to 
weigh candidty, w^ may be said on a q^stion of ^ch 
moment, 

r wilt swniiv cotisider what may be said with 
candor^ ibt the fesiiH be wiiat it may.. 

IjeelJirer,— It Is evei^ywh^e admitted, t^at ^heiri |ia iiv. 
dlvldual bai tho pow^ oi> prewntltig « cal^ity, or secu- 
ring a good, and faik t<^ do so without good mas^ he k 



re^p^usiWc* one sees an mcendiary plying a biuhi- 

ing with a torch, aad rtifusea to give the akvnii, lie is held 
responsible for the consequences. So also where a man 
istfipcb by an4 mes auotlier marder^jci, and offars m as- 
sistaa«;0, tie is deerrxed a murderer* He had the power 
tc prevent the evil^ but refused to use i$. These are 
crimes of omission. ' Thiis principle,, is clearly taught by 
our Lord, in the parable oi the slothful servant, that hid 
hiB Lord's iBoney ixi the earth. He had the ineans of do- 
ing good, but refused to apply them, t trust you see the 
correctness of this priociple, 

Ladi/.—l do^ and apply it every day. We have in our 
village a striking illustration of the truth of it. There is 
Mrs. E., manilests unwearied interest, and labors in cul- 
tivating correot physical^ intellectua}, social and moral 
habits in fe^r children ; and a$ a qpj^seguence their praise 
is in evqry li^oiiiy in town. While Mrs. C4, with equal 
apporlunitie?, has ^uifered her children to grow up with- 
out restraint, or e^e, or adiDonitiop, and now, their ruin 
soqnas aljaioat inevitable. And t never think of the con- 
dw^i 91 th«»g^ chiidreB, w:ithon| feeling that ihek parents 
ar^ responsible.*-', 

LL'^i^r^^'^'l t^ank you, Mrs. 4f* for this^ li^tri king though 
mournluiillustjr^^tion. , It brings jforcibfiK jQ mind that sol- 
enaa and ensQuraging scriptuie truth, Train up a child 
in the wa^ he should go, ^nd \vhen he is old he will not 
d^ipart from .it'^ t%PVv^^^5^^ And now, jVTrs* A,, let 
Dfi® ask^ (teyou thi^^^ the sum pf all villain'- 

ies, ^ sln 4g4ittV^^>i^ ©4^ c^^^ again&tman, the dlrost 
of ,citl^4^i^s, p>pr0 tgt^ l^e dr^idqi, thanp death itself 

J^fi2^^^'4 ^ It WQpIcl he, less painful to 

kiiaw,^a|pfie af ipia^.bfid^ a v ctip of tkath than 

£^|wr«iNfr«|fxaus@ ^rn^, ^-^f^.il^c b^^ not. see 

your eldest daughter returni^^' frbna the lecture room^ 
an» ill aropi with Mp. B.^/^^ ymn^ ^*4ye-hoid©r tliat 
has recentty come to tpWf^-^TCm jre pmc- 

tic^dyi thf fearful 5eir^orri[jitte|* |n|t^j|s J)y the 

poiS^ ana robbing ixinpcence M virtue,, 'pU he not 
GCiafe^ bisk boasts^ before Icavt^ , tbo 
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a wife, and whipping mother just beibre comiog north . 
Did I not also hear your two sons, one of whom cast hk 
first vote for a slave-holder, fluently apologising for these 
sirmers against God, add criminals ag&mst man ; did I not 
see them jeerinff some of their associates who^ appeared 
forcibly affecteci by the lecture t 
Ladi/f [Greatly confused] — Indeed, Mr. P., I, I — 
Lec^wrej-.— Pardon me, ma^am, biut I desire to know 
where your children received their lessons on the evils of 
slavery, and who ir responsible far the public sentiment of 
your family. 

Lady, [weeping.] — Really, Mr. F., I must cotifess — 
Lecutrer, — And you probably are but one among 
thousands, who wilt yet have to confess that their children, 
have yet to receive the first lessons at home, from pa- 
rental lips, on the common origin, and equal brotherhood 
of the human family. God's views of oppression and his 
treatment of oppressors — the insuflferable wrongs t^td 
sufferings of three millions of our doomed brethren and 
sisters— the claims of these chained millions on our sym- 
pathies and labors— the humanity of religion, and the fi- 
nal destiny of those who slight and pass by God*s poor. 
Who, 1 ^i,k, in view of this fearful and guilty negligence, 
is responsible fof the pro-slavery public sentijEisest M this 
nation . Could a Hamilcar secure implacaWe hatred in the 
bosom of his infant son against the Ji^p^ns, by swearing 
him at the shrine of his GTod. to a Ijrac^fess war withthese 
enemies t And, can a mother, whose mellow tones are 
perpetually falling tike angek' masie on the teaderear of 
iier child— producing impressions iiever to bte forgotten, 
secure no such Opposition in the «iiBd of her child to the 
oppressor of his species 1 Had the moiJier^s of this nation » 
embraced the opportanity given them by Providence of ed- 
ucating their children aright, on the subject of Slavery, in- 
stead of our sons and daughters weaving chaplets for the 
guiky lirow ol the j^^d^^m| lor his 

dark t^fls, by eomh^h'b sOiiet|^ an^ 
tion to G^e, a public seatitnenl wotty[ hiit<& {mmeA, 
as in^ffen^ble for the oj^res^r as the funiii^ of Jtel^a'* 



ehadnessxar. Tlie^e pirates upon human lighU mid humnn 
haiipphesSf ''^ould be ranked arnong murderers, robbers and 
thisves. Jtnd such a right€m$ sentiment the iMmericun wo- 
man shouM have, and can form. As ao illiistration, 
ta% my own Htl)e son* Do you suppose, sluotdd he ever 
attain to rr^nhood, he will cherish my other syDipathy 
for the oppressor, lh:'D such as is due ta the greatest of 
criminalgit 

I^adfy.— Indeed^ I don^t. The mantie of hk father has 
already faUen upon hinra, and he seems likely to share a 
double portion of his spirit, I have observed that he in- 
variably associates the name of skve-holder with " baby 
litealers/* 

Lecturei'. — Who then are responsible for the people's 
feelings, principles and views of slavery ? Is there not 
ornnipotence in truth when it can have open field and 
fair play And would not such a pablic sentiment as is 
within the power of the American women to form, be the 
death of slavery! 

Lady. — My reflectioiis overwheTm rae. [In tears.] 
Well may the poor bondman say " none hath cared for 
my souL" Ana how guilty in this negect am I ? i have 
strove to satisfy myself with the thought that there %vas 
nothing for me to do. Bat I am sure if one of my own 
children were the victim of the oppressors' grasp, the re- 
maining would at !east be taught not to associate With 
him. I am resolved that for the future the golden rule 
shall be my motto. Would the women of the north do 
this, there t^paljd su an entire revolution in public 

opinion. j ThiM (however reluctantly) I am forced to the 
conctoion that fbr, the ;1teUti^^^^ that cra- 

dles the opj^res^or and^||rn».yie oppressed, the *Bmerican 
women are responsible. And yet, Mr. F., I do not clearly 
see how a mere change in this sentiment would destroy 
slavery. Will you pfease inform me on this subject ? 

Xecfiirerv -It is isaf pretended that a change of present 

irl,(^^,;ito4'^^?U^ letters,' -^M- 

vef y i^titsr jbr^ tim*^tlte^us legislation. In other words, 

oinr1i^t|rfeiri aite kejt irf bbnua^e by the force of oppres" 
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iiye and wfcked laws. In ordfer to tf^e^ ?feedbr?[i^ thett^ 
fore, thase kws mustb^ aboiisftodf^ BMti to secure thit^ 
there mast be a retoktich in th^ a4nEiln|stta^^^^^ 
government As slave holders stre mvr tt the Ikelixi of 
iiational afiaif s ; and a« they atone vet divided against )da- 
very, they must be dislodged, and the true friend of the 
bondman he put in their stead, who wilf breaft every yoke 
and let the oppressed go free. And ali this,, please to bear 
in mind, c»n be accomplishedonfyby the existence of such 
apuWic sentiment as have seefirci^ be moulded by 
your owB sex. ^n^tM^wotiBWcoi^R$itit Ifitisttue. 
therefore, (and I see fjb avoiding tills pori^e^penc^^^^^ ti>at a 
righteoui^ AntinSlavety go vernrtient wbuid r^low tbe ex- 
istence of an Anti-Slavery public sentiment, then it is ajsa' 
true that the *^meric€tn immen are respiff^U fCii' t^^ exis- 
tence- df Jbnerican Stmjer^^ they ha:vif)i tite toifOTRi 
a correct sentimer^ r 

Lady, — ^Alag, 1 see lio es<kpe from' thi#f€^^rfl^^l!espon3i"• 
biiity, And yet there^ is <)he cotirsidfefeitidii that seetiis to 
make against your reasonftfg and €pri<0^m. The Amer- 
ican wt)men do not esjoy the right otiMi eletti 
chise ; they wodd^^^eem, there^reihotVe^iqtiiss 
character and conductof rulers opt %h6^ fey themselves. 

Leciurer.-^Mp. A., do yOu relcog^fe ffl^ m^^ 
iialf of women in slavery as yoor e^tial' sistefSj— I mean 
with rights to fmeiotn aitd happiness ^tjtt^ toVc^r own t 

La%.— I certainly do ; " God hath made or one blood 
all nations for to dweil up^m aH ftef^cie <|f Ihe^lB^^^^ 

Lecfurer.^Ani you hate promfeed io^litafee the gdden 
rule jfottr rule. 

Z^(%f.— Ye», I tnist 1 shall. 

Lecturer, — Suppose, Mrs. A., while yet pnder the pro- 
tection of «t father*"? care^ and with ||i»3t present views, a 
slave-holdef had »;>Kcitcd your hand m iii^Frift^^,~WouM it 
have been granted ! ' ' , 

Lady. -^By no means. [<Mgitaied,\ Nor shs^f' my con - 
sent ever be yielded for a bnion between a slave-holder 
and my child. 

Lec/wrer.— But suppose one of your daughters wmx^ ia 
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the condition of slave, and a youug man who has cast I 
hi$ vote to elevate her oppressor to place and power, de- I 
sires matnmo»ial alliance with your remaming child, | 
would yom assent be given ? ] 

Lady, — Not without repentance and time to bring forth ] 
fruits noieet for re|)en tance, | 

Leciurer^-^-Vo you suppose it to be any less a sin to j 
vote the continuance of chains and stripes for the miihon 
and a half of Amencaa daughters than to vote them on 
to your own daughter 1 

Lad^. — I see the conclusion of your reasoning, and I 
willingly accept it You would hav^ every mother and j 
daughter m the knd adopt the motto, ** An ti- SI a very oj j 
no husbands?^ I 

Lecturer. — Would not this be the natural result of one- i 
dience to the gold^ rule"— or of reraembering those in | 
bonds as bound with them 1" j 

Leidy. — ^Your question brings to rainf the confusion of ! 
our minister, last evening, on Tour inquiring, "would 
you have voted foT that slave-bolder, if your own daughter 
had been his victim 1" 1 do not see why he need to have 
beqn so confused, if, as at the tima he said, he cast his 
vote in that direction from principle. . 

JDeciwrcr.— 'Nor do I. But what, Mrs. A, do you think 
would be the result, if every daughter in the I md would 
Inscribe your «K>tto on her banner and unfold it to the 
breeze? 

Lady, — -A spirit of umversal opposition to oppression. 
Lecturer^ — And what the effect of this spirit on op- 
-^ressorst 

' Lady, — ^A retumless exile from public confidence and 
guffrage. 

Lec^wrer.-— But woiild all this have no effect on slavery? 

Lady.^l see, Mr^ iF., there is no escape from the con- 
clusion that the American women abe responsible for the 
existence of stavcry. 

Lecturer,— het us take another view of this subject. 
Suppose your sister, who has gone south, were by some 
process to be reduced to slavery, as such cases do occur 
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^you doubtless recollect tlie ease of Salome Miiier ; 
next year a national conventioii fiomiaates this sister's 
owner for President of the United States* What would 
you do if your husband proposed to w^e so much power 
into that oppressor's hands ? 

Lady. — I would not eat i^or sleep until 1 had secured a 
solemn pledge fiom him to vote against such a monster. 

Lectui'er.— But suppose your neighbors purposed to 
aid in the elevation of this man ? Do you suppose you 
could extort such a pledge from them 1 

Lady, — I ibbuld try. Yes, and I have no doubt I should 
succeed, I should hold myself responsible for the vote 
of every honorable In an in town, i would go from house 
to house with pledge in hand. Nay, I should never con- 
sent to look in the face of that man again who would cast 
his vote for the oppressor of that sister. Indeed I am 
not sure but I should go as far as tke |KK)r woman men- 
tioned by Gov. Briggs in his Albany Temperance speech. 
Yes, I would " go to the town e-lection, and by tears, en- 
treaties and warnings, solemnly protest against such wick- 
edness." Thus I would at least wash my hands in inno- 
cency by putting forth every effort to prevent such a 
consummation. 

Lecturer, — Has it not occurred to you that by such a 
course you wou^d greatly transcend the province of 
woman 1 

Lady, -^-Indeed, Mr. F., do yen think it beyond the 
province of Woman to labor for the deliverance of a beloved 
sister from ihe horrors of slavery. On an ordinary oc- 
casion it would be out of place fr^ a woman to run shout- 
ing thro^igh the streets; but suppose a dwelling were in 
fianKJS, would it not be her duty, if essential, to give the 
alarm \ 

Lecturer. — Very well, Mrs. A., you may thank a kind 
providence that the case supposed, is not true. Your 
daughters also instead of feeling the smart of the reek- 
ing slave-whip on, their quivering flesh, %nd wearing the 
rattling hand-cuffs are enjoying a mothe 's smiles and 
counsels, and a father's protection. But you wiU bear m 

2 
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mind that there are thousands and hundreds of thousands 
of sisters a daughters in this land hurled by the ac- 
cursed hand <he oppres?sor, from a condition but** a 
little lower thai; !)e aogeb, crowned with glory and hon- 
or/' to a level "It swine and dogs — a degradation infi- 
nitely terrible- - hopes for time and eternity all crush- 
ed ; every social tu; rent in sunder-'-every aspiration 
shrouded in darkness- reason crippled— the conscience 
stupified— knowledge v\ ahheid — the bible denied. To 
these sisters and daughters, liberty and happiness are as 
sweet and as dear as to your own; their enslavement is also 
as cruel and as wicked as the enslavement of vour own. 
As our heavenly Father is no respecter of persons, he 
abhors the oppression of one as much as he would the 
other. Now, before this evil can be destroyed, a brand 
of infamy deep and indellible must be entrenched in the 
face of the unrepentant slave holder and his apologist, 
that, like a Cain, shnll detect them wherever in the uni- 
verse thev shall wander. Is it not monstrous that men 
should be regarded as virtuous or honorable, who compel 
men and women to live together to raise stock for the 
market—who sell asunder husbands and wives for gain— 
who assume to decide whether their female slaves shall 
preiserve their chastity or be imolated on the altar of lust 
-whether those for whom Christ died, shall hear the 
story of the cross, — is It not monstrous, I say, that such 
beings or their apologists, should be regarded as worthy 
a high place in that Church or State, planted in this w^est- 
ern world by our noble pilgrim fathers 1 And yet such is 
the sentiment of this nation. Now, were the American 
women to put forth one half the effort supposed in tfie 
cuplivity of your sister, there would be such a revolution 
as should secure the release of every slave in the land.— 
I mean so deep an interest in the bondman would be se- 
cured, that every offidal station would be filled by bis 
frienis, and these would at once strike the galling fetters 
from his limbs. Who then, is Responsible ? 

/fCc/y.— Forbear, Mr. F., it is enough; my blood is 
freezing in my veins. Js it possible t Yes, it is even so. 
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We are verily guilty concerning our brother. Conscience 
recoils upon me like a wounded viper. These conse- 
qucaces seen in the disttince, which i now hiel, were the 
principal refjsons for the denial of your posil i< But it is 
true, Thc American Wome?^ are responsible vor the 
EXISTENCE OF American Slavery! May God forgive 
us this sin. My soul is burdened with a sense of wrong, 
and my heart bleeds for the suffering and slighted slave 
JV.hat shall I do ? [Turns away and weeps.] 

LecturenTT-Y our tears, Mrs. A., will avail but little foi 
the slave, sislliy as they impel to action. 

Ladi/.'--Te\\ me what to do, and all that is ia my pow- 
er shall be done. 

Lecturer, — Your question has, in part, been answered: 
do for the slave what you would have others do for you^ 
if a slave. Let your heart continue to feci, and let your 
prayers ascend day and night for the captive. Study the 
evils cf slavery. Buy the truth and scatter it among 
your neighbors,— invite the people to attend lectures — as- 
sist in supporting lecturers — request your husband to sub- 
scribe for an anti-slavery paper — put into the hands of 
your sons. Jay's Views/ Slavery as it is, Life of Birney, 
Goodell's Constitutional Argument, &;c. Purchase a few 
copies of Clark's Liberty Minstrel, and invite the young 
ladies and gentlemen of the village to sing at the anti- 
slavery concerts with you daughters, and at social gather- 
ings. The conversion of the people to the principles of 
humanity, is a great work, but it will be accomplished ; 
truth is mighty and must prevail. The Lord executeth 
righteousness for all that are oppressed/* The measure 
of the bondm in*s tears is well nigh full, and soon the God 
of justice will awake to their rescue. With your consent, 
Mrs. A., this conversation will now be eiosed, a» I have 
an appointment at M- — — - this evening. 

Lady. — I trust this interview, in the course of which 
n^y mind has undergone so important a change, will ever 
be cherished with pleasure. I feel reluctant, however, 
in entering on the duties before me, without further light, 
on a few questions which I will suggest, with your ocmsent. 
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Lecturer, — It will afford uie pleasure to render you 
assistance . 

Ladfj^-^-^lt 13 said, you are doubtless aware, that "the 
anti-slavery movement of the north, has only riveted 
tighter tije chains of the slave." What is the answer to 
this objection. 

Lecttirer-—h would be difficult to show how the chains 
couid be made tighter than they were when this subject 
was first agitated in this country. The entire nation 
was wrapt in the most profound slumbers, none ihouf^ht 
or cared for the bondman. But how is it now'? The 
entire land is shaken under FreedonVs mighty tread. 
Consternation is in the oppressor's ranks. Their fren- 
zied efforts are but the death throes of a huge monster 
that '*dies hard." In vain, they oppose the progress of 
the spirit of Freedom ; any thing else they may oppose. 
They may conquer wund, water^ and nature itself. But 
deliverance to the captive must come. To this their 
strength can raise no barrier. They may incarcerate 
and murder abolitionists ; but against their principles they 
can rear no walls ; to confine them, they cm forge no 
chains ; if they suppress them in one place, they break 
out in a score of others, over faggots and scaflekis— over 
the bleeding bodies which thsy pile against Freedom's 
march, it sweeps on with a noiseless but tinceasing tread. 
At the south our principles are moving on in an under 
cumnty where they are every day gathering strength 
and momentum. Soon they will break forth to the op- 
pressor's consternation. Tliis is expected. A Carolinian 
slaveholder speaking of Abolitionists, says, "THEIR 
VOJCE OF THUNDER MUST AND WILL BE 
HEARD! r 

I^y^ — I am satisfied. Will you tell me by what means 
the sympathy and co-operation of " the American wo- 
mtxi^y can be secqred? 

Iiecjfwrer.—The won^en of this country know well that 
every benevolent work i» appropriate for themselves. 
They must, therefore, be made to see and to feel, that 
this is emphatically a beneraleut work. They must be 
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oft reminded of the noble and virtuous deedsi of their 
sisters in other ages of the world— of Miriam the helper 
of Moses in the deliverajoce of israel— Deborah who de- 
livered her country from its enemies— -of Esther who 
saved her countrymen fronri death—of the deliverance of 
Ronie from the enemy by ferns b influence — of the firnn- 
ness of Isabella, that enabled the daring genius of Col- 
umbus, to pierce the night of ages and reveal to the won- 
dering nations a new world— of Catharine 1st., who sav- 
ed the Russian army and empire— of Mary Montague, 
who saved the Hves of n^llions by inXroducing ia€i€Ulation 
from the east into Europe, having first tried it on her own 
child — of Eiizabetli Herrick whose pen gave an impulse to 
the heart and intellect of Wiiberfor<3e, that resulted in the 
euf pression of the slave trade, and the emancipation of ev- 
ery slave on British soil. They must also be reminded 
that when *Mnquisitioii shall be made for blood'* tiiey will 
be held responsible for what they might have done. 

Lady, — Do you think it right to introduce this subject on 
the Sabuath? if it is, why are many opposed to so doing? 

Lecturer,-— Bq far as I have observed, none are oppos- 
ed to pleading the wrongs of the friendless slave on the 
Sabbath, but those strongly in sympathy with the op» 
pressor. Jesus Christ has informed us, that **it is right 
to do good on the Sabbath day.*' Hence many of his 
miracles for the relief of human yuifering were perform- 
ed on that day. Luke 13: 11-14, ''And. behold, there 
was a women who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen 
years,, and was bowed together, and^ could in no way 
raise herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called her to 
him, and said to her, Woman^ thou art loosed from thy 
infirmity. And he laid his hands oi5 her: and immediate- 
ly she was made straight, and glorified God. And the ruler 
of the synagogue answered with indignation^ because Je- 
sus had healed on the Sabbath day," &c. Luke 14: 1-7, 
** And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of 
the chief Pharisees to eat bread on the Sabbath, that they 
watched him. And behold,, there was a certain man be- 
fore him. that had the dropsy. And Jetius answering, 

8* 
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fipoke to ihe iawyersl and Piiarisees, saying, is it lawful 
to heal on the Sabbath ? And tboy heid their peace, 
Ai^ he took him and healed him, and let him go ; and 
answered them, saying, Which ot yon shall have an ass 
or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not forthwith pull him 
ot)t on the Sabbath? And fh^ y could not answer again 
to these things.'' (See John 9.) Should an ox of one of 
these oppressors chance to fall into a pit, he woidd raise 
half a neighborhood to get it out, and all is right. But 
no you ?on the Sabbath, call on this same man to behold 
and h&}p three millions of men^ cast into the horrible pit 
of shwery, and, lo ! you are at once a Sabbath dese- 
crate r." Horrible I 

Ladi/.'^-You are aware, I suppose, that many thiiik 
this subject should be contined to *' moral suasion," and 
not be brought into politics V 

Leciurer,'-'No^ I am not aware that they think" so. 
They say so; but if they think so, why have they brought 
tenrtperance into politics V* Is it any more of a poHtical 
evil than slavery, oris slavery anymore of a moral ques- 
tion than temperance? Slavery (as we have seen) ex- 
ists by unrighteous laws; how then can these be moral 
saasioned out of being? The very idea is pre^fosterous. 
This is the field of political legal suasion; and not of Uat- 
ery and palaver* And yet, when an e0ort is made to 
put down this legalized abomination by ieirislation, the 
people affect great alarm and horror, lest you set aside 
" moral suasion !" How profoundly ridiculous. 

Ladtj. — Would yau dwell on the political aspects of? 
slavery on the Sabbath ? 

Lecturer. — No sooner tlian I would carry a rope and 
windlass to a pit, into which an ox had fallen, on the Sab- 
bath. We should call him an insane man, who was in fa- 
vor of lifting an ox from a pit, but opposed to using the 
nieans necessary to get it out. The Bible is fuH of poli- 
tics, it requires us to select men for rulers that fear God 
and hate covetousness, and that will do justice. It is 
8«rely right to preach on the Sabbath about those great 
fundamental questiotvs of which the bible treats so larga- 
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ly ; t'Ise tliey are not proper subjects for S;ibbalh roachng. 
This is true of politics. Ex. 18: 21-22, ^'Moreover thou 
shall provide out of ail ihe people, able men, such as fear* 
God, men of truth, haling covetousncss ; and place such 
over them to be rulers or thousands, and rulers of hun- 
dreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens : And iet them 
judge the people at all seasons: and it shall be, that eve- 
ry great matter they shall bring to thee, but every small 
matter they shall judge : So shall it be easier for thyselt, 
andtixey shall bear the burden with thee.'^ Deut. iO: 18, 
Judges and officers shalt thou make thee in ali^^by gate?, 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, throughout thy 
tribes : and they shall judpje the people with just judg- 
ment. 2 Sam. 23: 1-4 Now these are the last words 
of David. David the son of Jesse said, and the man 
who was raised on higlt, the anointed of the God of Ja- 
cob, and the sweet psalmist of Isreal, said. The Spirit 
of the Lord spoke by me, and his word was on my tongue. 
The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spoke to me, 
He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear 
of God. And he shall be as the light of the morning, 
when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds ; as 
the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shi- 
ning after rain.'* (See Jer. 22 chapter.) Ezek. 22: 
31, *' The people of the land have used oppression, and 
exercised robbery, andliave oppressed the poor and needy: 
yes, they have oppressed the stranger wrongfully. And 
i sought for a man among them, that should make up the 
hedge, and stand in the gap before^e for the land, that 
i should not destroy it: but 1 found none. Therefore 
have I poured out my indignation upon tJiem; 1 have con- 
sumed them with the lire of my wrath: their own way 
have 1 recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord God." 
Now why this great horror at preaching ** politics on the 
Sabbath 1" Is it not because the politics of the land are 
so exceedingly corrupt as to be an improper topic for tho 
Sabbath» or for any other days] But anti-siavery poli- 
tics «re Bible politics; this is our advantage, and thiisr uur 
eneoiies feel. This m the principal reason, for their op- 



position. But palsied be that arm iinit lays down at the 
oppressor's feet the weapons God has givea uss^ 

Lady,-— You have said something in the course of our 
«"!onversation of ^' the humanity of rehgion;" will you ex- 
plain 1 

Lectttrei\~^l have time barely to suggest a few ihoughts 
ofi this i<ica. I will, however, give yoo a Bible view of 

the humanity of religion/' on condition that you will 
not fail to examine them. The following are a few 
anioiig Hiany, Job. 29: 12-17, Because 1 delivered 
tlie poQi^that criedj and the fatherless, and him that had 
noEe to help him. The blessing of him that was ready 
to perish came upon me: and I caused the widow's heart 
to sing for joy. I put on righteousness, and it clothed 
nie: my judgment was as a robe and a diadem, i was 
eyes to the blind, aftd feet was I to the lame. I was a 
father to the poor and the cause I knew not I searched 
out." Isaiah 1: 17, '*Learn to do well; seek judgment, 
relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the 
widow/' and 58: 6-8, ** Is not this the fast that I have 
chosen ? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the 
heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that 
ye break every yoke ? Is It not to deal thy bread to the 
hungry, and that thou shouldst bring the poor that are 
c^st out to thy house 'I when thou seest tfce naked, tiiat 
thou shouldst cover him; and that thou shoiildst not hide 
thyself from thy own flesh f Then shall thy light break 
forth as the morning, and thy health shall spring forth 
speedily: and thy i%liteousness bhali go before tbee the 
glory of the Lord shall be thy reve-ward. Micah k: 6- 
8, Wherewith shall I come be/ore the liord, and bow 
mycself before the h gh God? shall I come before him with 
burnt offering, with calves of a year old ] Wii-l the Lord 
be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands 
of rivers of oil 1 shall I give my first born for my trans- 
gression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul 1 
He hath shown thee, O man, what is good; and what 
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and t« 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God I Zech* 
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7: 9-14, "T'iiis spcaketh the Lord of hosts, saying. Ex- 
ecute troe judgment, and show mercy and compassion, 
every man to his brother: And oppress not the widow, 
nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor ; and iel 
none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart. 
But they refused to iiearken, and withdrew the shoulder, 
and stopped their ears, that they should not hear. Ye% 
they made their heart as an adamant stone, lest they 
should hear the law, and the words which tha Lord of 
hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophi^t^g^; . there- 
fore came a great wrath from the Lord of liosts. There- 
fore it is corne to pass, that as h#:; cried, aryi they would 
not hear ; so they cried, and I would not hear, snith the 
Lord of hosts: But I scattered them with a whirlwind 
amon"' all the nations whom thev knew not. Thus the 
land was desolate after them, that no fi^art passed through 
nor returned: for they laid the pleasant land desolate." — - 
Luke 10 : 29-37, " But jie, willing to justify himself, said 
to Jesus, And who is my neiglrior 1 And Jesus answer- 
ing said, a certain man went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell among robbers, who stripped him of his 
raiment, and wounded him and departed. l(?aving him half 
dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest 
that way ; and wh<3n he saw him, he passed by on the oth- 
er side. A^liii likewise a Levite, when he was at the 
place, came and looked on him, and passed by oa the oth- 
er side. But a certain Samaritan, as be journeyed, cmme 
where he was: and when he saw hii|p' lie had compassion 
on him. A»td went to him, and bSlriHl up his wounds, 
pouring in oil wine, md set hm on his own beast, and 
brought him to in Inn, and tookgcare of him. And on the 
mormw, wheii he departed^ he took ant twa pence, and 
gave them to thd hosVl'n^i said t© him, take care of hin^ 
and whatever thou spendest more, when I come again, 
I will repay thee. Which now of these three, think- 
est thou, was neighbor to him that fell among the robbers t 
And he said, he that showed mercy on him* Then said 
hsm to him, Go, ai|^ do thot* likewise." Luke 16: 0-12, 
Aad I say to you, rriake yoursclve* friends of the mam 



mon of iinnixht.eoiisp.es:? ; that when ye -fail the'/ nviy 
receive yoo iijto .everlasting habitations. Ba that is iaitfi- 
fill ill that which is hnst, js faitbfol also in that which k 
much ; and he ihat is unjust in the least, is oi)just also in 
oiuch. Iftlierefore ye have not. ■been, faithful u] the .un- 
.righteoos mamrnoo, who will . commit to your trust the 
true riches 'I And if ye ha?e not bceti faithful id that 
\vhich is another marvs,' who will give ftm that which is 
Your owo1" Gal. 2 : 10, Only they would that v»e' 
should,, reip.omber the poor ; the same wliich 1 mho was 
forward to do. GaL 5: 14, "For .all the hw h fullfliled 
ill one word, pveo io this, thou shah love thy neighbor as 
thyseh^." Jrinies 1: 27; *-Fure religion md uudefiled be- 
fore God and ihtj Fattier is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their afflliclioa, and to keep hioiself unspotted 
from the world." James 2: 1»10, My brethren, have 
not the faith of our Lord Jesos-0hfist, the Lord of glory, 
%viih,Tespeet of persons, tor if fhere come into your as- 
setnbly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and 
them eome also a poor man in vile raiment ; And yehjive 
respect for liim that weareth the gay clothings and say 
to him, sit thou here in a goodpL'ice : and say to the poor, 
stand thou there, or sit thou here under my footstool.: 
Are ye not then partial in yourselves^ and are become 
judges of evii thoughts I Hearken, my beloved brethren, 
h*ath not God chosen the noor of this world rich in faith, 
and 1.10 ir of the kingdom which ho hath promised to them 
that love hinit But ye have despised the poor. Do not 
rich nrien oppress yoij,. and draw you before the judgmeot- 
seafs t Do thoy not bh'xsphenrie th'at worthy name by 
which ye are called ? If ye fulfdl the royal law accord- 
ing to the scripture, thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
iclf, ye do well: But if ye have respect to person.s yo 
commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgress^ 
ors. For v/hoever shall keep the whole hw, and yet 
oifeod in one point, he is guilty of all.'' I John 3: 15, 
Whoever hateth his brother is, a murderer: and ye know 
tliat no murderer bath eternal life al;ndiog in him."' From 
tiicse passages \V3 hum that godliness" does tmt consist 



m mcmii% or [dtixl flights of iiBagioalioOp o^r vhii:pii^Ae 
all^aibn' of fi€^;?es ; biiliatrue benevoleece of heart,, lhat 
leader" to grapple with vice for its destruclioo, md seek 
out/the victim of ■ oppression iind wruftg^ however degra- 
ded, for their cleliveraoce. This being truej how fear- 
%IIy deficient is the religion of this age'l' .It is cnipiiati- 
^zl\y horooiiityless. It is worlfjy of our notice, thatthero 
/'is more said, in the Bible for ilm regulations of our teeU 
IngSi actions and treatnient of our ' fellow oien^,^ than for 
the. regulation „of the sa.rne toward God. 
~ Ladv."~^Why XheAi is it that so hir^ie a portion of the 
church stand jaloof from tlie anti" slavery ..cause T 
Le€turer.'--'T'h^r reason i^ given by our Lord , in John St 
Arid this is oodoubtedly the trtie reasoo. ,Tlm 
of course involves immense guilt! It is no less true of 
the AiBerieail' iChurch'than of the' American women,-' 
ihtxt iheij are 'responsible for the existence of Jlmerkan $]a- 
mrtjE^ Had ffie pulpits of the land thundered and light- 
ened with deriuiiciations of slavery as they should, and 
liad the church seconded this testiiiiony, slavery would 
have iledj ere this, to hide its hideous head iiit everlaslinj? 
darkness. . BiU this -has' ooi 'been done. Jleoce all the 
blood and all th§j woes , of slaver v since the world be.«:rsi'n, 
rests on the chprch of this age, TIag guilt involved in 
every lear, every vpaog and every drop of blood.^ forcea 
from ihe swollen veins by the'lcootted scourgei,- .-all is in 
her skirls., , Do you ask v/hyt Because- there never was 
fio much light ahroad on this subject, now; all the his- 
tory of slavery is before'the Church. Its -wrongs, its cm- 
elties, its woesf. its darkness, its alh-^-and ,yet these nm 
all connived at, or treated with indifforeBce. This is a 
principle;;, clearly evolved from Luke 11:' 47^-5 L ■ Woe 
to you ! for ye build the sepulclires of the prophets^ md 
your fathers lulled them,", **Fron'j the blood of Abel 
to the blood of ^^acharias^ who perished betweee the 
altar and the temple: verily I say to you, It shall be r?> 
quired of this generation." O that they understood thisixi 
their day! .And- now, Mrs. A.j v/e part, Yoii will go 
from this cooversation with renewed responsibilities; 
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niay heavm aid yoa isi tiis dism^irgQm tiierri. t 
ah "'will be ,_maltiplicd,- bin victory k"- mnw And. when 
our brethren ■arise from their low, bondage; ^Wi^ni' mingle 
out voices in - the thorns of -milsj^^ks ^^et 'fsse.^^ - Then 
'twill be sweet to sit down jiiid, recount; our trials, and'|e- 
ceive'our reward^ '** tbeblessing.of many .ready to perisfL" 
■ Welcome that day.... till ihu\ iarawelL 

■ ■ ^ Am— " Moimt Vernon,''^ 

" Sistor, art xvorn jmd weary, i Oft iUy bsck .il^c scourge bas fnit, 



I.jiff witii js dark aiid drc-arK % . ' That th«^ lyraitt's htiwt ho'dtneit 



Thea 5o l5(jd lhOH raiseU the crv,. 



J"i\\vA wU.h wrcnc-itedacsa an4p5vV; 

Ami ihy daUy piis siHj, . 
's'sl! iho da'rkness of l!w nigh* 



Ere tK&i ishould'st i?i tuiasresdre. 
•JThat ihy, to?', In ■ life is hterd j 



ilida tiiy kbow iram t^jy view,- j gjid. thy stato f f WiS nnd wo, ^ 



' .Siiffedr.ga nutrfi i!liiSb;'|p«g»ecaQ'tcii J. ■ Pities ^Uiyiorl'vS'J'Mltsti-ess ; ' : 
Thy ^pre^iSor wUl-jtHil-sivar&j ' } W:e would swvet rytUi^'if i'fljpnft, - ' 

•But delights thy ^ griefs io swell. _ ■ Aiid ueligM thy sou3i to bless*'*;--,-- - ' 

' i ' " , ■ ' 

.Fs9Sferip/>— -^The Lecturer has' ■ recently, recpived tbe 
niost gratifyiiig ioteHigenco of tbe labors and' success bi 
Mrs. A. 'Her hissbaod has piircbaseci an A. Libra r 3?., 
by m-eans of whichiVii early the whole, village, has been 
revolutjqnized-~-tbe eldest son js^ iiow ia/the- field^ as, an 
A. S. L^clareV;.' often aqcoiripaoiod ' by His -sistersj whose 
■thrilling liberty s^igs secore fof bim a crowded house,-- 
AnA-. S. ■MissionaiJ^, Society has also been forrne.d in the 
Yiliage-j andy if, is-said, the-yoBoger son; is about starting 
for Canadaj to co^tisel and, aid the fogitiv'eg^', And now, 
fair reader,!. if cdhvltteed that *'tbe A'mericdn worne'fi ar& 
resporisibie .for the existence of American slaveryy-* go 
thou and do like Mrs» A. _ 



